Give Longer Answers: Unit 2

Overview

Here is a handout that will help your students practice the art of giving longer answers
(Golden Rule 2). The task is quite simple: students need to rewrite a dialog containing too
many questions and short answers by using only two questions with two long answers. This
exercise will help make the point that when speaking English, students need to give longer
answers in order to make a better impression. This does not come naturally to many
Japanese students because of a natural interference from the typical Japanese style of
conversation, which is more tolerant of short answers. The trick to this task is to combine
several short answers into two long answers using the vocabulary provided as a guide. There
are different ways to go about this, and the students can decide how they want to go about it.
Encourage them to add extra Reacting expressions and improve the Closing in order to
increase the friendliness quotient.

The final page of this file contains a model answer which you can use to help mark their
papers. Remember that this is just one way of going about it; there are other possibilities.
Alternatively, you could provide a photocopy of the model and have students compare their
version with it.

If you would like a modifiable copy of this handout (.docx format), please get in touch and |
can email it to you: talandis@gmail.com

Good luck! Let me know how it goes.

Jerry Talandis Jr.


mailto:talandis@gmail.com

Give Longer Answers: Unit 2 Name:

U

"Give longer answers by adding one or two extra pieces of information.’
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-Golden Rule 2
Step 1: Read this conversation between Jen and Yuki. Yuki is giving short answers,
so Jen has to ask many questions in order to move the conversation forward.

Jen:  What's your hardest day of the week?
Yuki:  Monday.

Jen:  Isee.Why is that?

Yuki:  I'm busy.

Jen:  Uh huh. Busy doing what?

Yuki: | have many classes.

Jen: |see.How many classes do you have on Mondays?
Yuki:  Three.

Jen:  Oh.That's a lot. Do you have to work part-time?
Yuki:  VYes.

Jen:  Wow. Um, how long?

Yuki:  Three hours.

Jen:  Three hours? Sounds difficult. Where do you work?
Yuki:  Starbucks.

Jen:  Cool. How much time do you spend working each week?
Yuki: 12 hours.

Jen:  Ohyeah? Ah... how often do you work?

Yuki:  Four nights a week.

Jen:  So, uh, Monday and...

Yuki:  Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday.

Jen:  Wow, you really are busy!

Step 2: Now, rewrite the conversation so that Jen asks only two questions, and Yuki gives two long answers.
Add some Reacting expressions to make a friendlier feeling.

Jen:

Yuki:




Give Longer Answers: Unit 2 (MODEL ANSWER)

Jen: So, Yuki, what's your hardest day of the week?

Yuki: My hardest day? Oh, definitely Monday.

Jen: Ohyeah?

Yuki: Yup. | have three classes and then my part-time job. | work at Starbucks for three hours.

Jen: Really? Wow, that's a long day! How much time do you spend working each week?

Yuki: I'm working four nights a week, for a total of 12 hours. | work on Mondays,
Wednesdays, Fridays, and Saturdays.

Jen: Wow, you really are busy!

Yuki: Yeah, but it's not too bad. | like my job.



